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Your Excellency Maria Fernanda Espinosa, President ofthe 73nd session ofthe General

Assembly;

Your Excellency Valentin Ribakov, Vice-President ofthe Economic and Social Council;

Mr. Stefan Schweinfest, representative ofthe Under Secretary-General ofthe Department of

Economic and Social Affairs;

Ms.Cristina Pasca Palmer, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity,

Distinguished Members of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues,

Distinguished Elders andDelegates, Indigenous sisters andbrothers.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure towelcome all ofyou here today atthis eighteenth session ofthe

Permanent Forum.

Let me pay my respects to the Onondaga Nation and Peoples, the original mhabitants of this

land and to thank them for having us here again.
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I would like to thank the outgoing Chair, Mariam Wallet Aboubakrine, who has guided our

work so ably for the past two years. I thank my colleagues of the Permanent Forum for plac

ingtheirtrustin meto chairthis 18^session. I count on your valuable support, so the Forum

can continue contributing to improving the wellbeing and lives of indigenous peoples around

the world. I promise to work hard in advancing that endeavor.

Excellencies and Friends,

The special theme ofthis year's Forum: "Indigenous Peoples' Traditional Knowledge: Gen

eration, transmission and protection" is an opportunity for us to share the innovations and

practices we have developed in our communities over centuries and millennia. Through our

stories, songs, dances, carvings,paintings and performances we transmit knowledgebetween

generations. Traditional knowledge is at the core ofour identity, our culture, our languages,

our heritage and livelihoods, and must be protected.

Global histories of colonialism,exploitationand dispossession continueto undermineand

undervalue our traditional knowledge. We need to ensure that our educational practices, lan

guages, environmental conservation andmanagement is acknowledged and respected global

ly, not onlyby governments, but by all peoples. Understanding the past and seeking reconcil

iation is an important part of these efforts.

Looking towards the current and future work ofthe Forum I would like to share my thoughts

on key areaswhere I believe we can buildon the discussions, recommendations and workwe

have carried out to date.



CHECKAGAINST DELIVERY

The right to self-determination ofindigenous peoples isenshrined in Article 3ofthe UN

Declaration on the Rights ofIndigenous Peoples. In exercising that right, indigenous peoples

have the right to autonomy or self-government. By virtue ofthat right, we continue to strive

todetermine our political status, and pursue our economic, social and cultural development.

And that this is freefrom discrimination, in the exercise and enjoyment of these rights.

The Declaration onthe Rights of Indigenous Peoples reaffirms thecollective right of indige

nous peoples toa life offreedom, peace and security as distinct peoples. It isincreasingly

recognized, for instance, that land isatthe heart ofmany ifnot most ofthe current challenges

topeace and security ofmany countries and sub-regions. There are linkages between peace

and security, environmental, economic and social issues. The Permanent Forum isavailable

to provide advice and expertise to bring the issues ofindigenous peoples into the ongoing on

peace and security global agenda. I believe that we need to give more attention to these is

sues, especially considering that many indigenous peoples live inornear areas ofconflict,

current and emerging.

There are increasing tensions and rising levels ofviolence surrounding traditional indigenous

lands, territories and resources. This can bedue to the negative effects ofclimate change and

the movement ofpeoples, environmental mismanagement, drug trafficking and production

activities, and increasingly theactivities of extractive industries. This has often resulted in

increased attacks against indigenous rights defenders.

The violence against indigenous women is a continuing concern of theForum since its inau

gural session in2002, with my indigenous sisters and daughters targeted for their identity and

their role as transmitters oftheir culture and traditional knowledge.
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I also want to draw attention to the situation of indigenous persons with disabilities, and the

need for greater action.

This is the International Year of Indigenous Languages. We have to celebrate our languages,

but also take concrete action to preserve them and save those on the verge ofextinction.

In many countries, indigenous children and youth are not taught in their indigenous lan

guages. Article 14 of the UNDRIP states that indigenous peoples have the rights to establish

and control their education systems and institutions providing education in their own lan

guages. However, this needs financial and technical support from Member States and the UN

system. Studies show that children learn best in their own mother tongue. I would like to

encourage all ofus to make sure our children and our youth are connected to their indigenous

community and their culture, which is inextricably linked to their lands, territories and natural

resources. This enables us to protect our traditional knowledge.

The strong and growing engagement of indigenous peoples in the intergovernmental arena, a

step forward in ensuring their rights are taken into account in policies and processes. We will

be hearing more on this during our deliberations on a range of substantive issues. In this con

text, I would like to commend the President of the General Assembly for her leadership on

continuing the process on possible further measures to enhance the participation of indige

nous peoples at the United Nations, and I am pleased that an inter-active hearing will take

place during the current session.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my co-members of the Permanent Forum for

their continuingcommitmentand contributionto achieve the Forum's mandate,and for the
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implementation ofthe UN Declarationon the Rights of IndigenousPeoples, which provides

us with the framework to guide and inspire our work.

I thank the representatives of indigenouspeoples' organizations and nations, Member States,

the Inter-Agency Support Group on Indigenous Issues and our partners and colleagueswho

have made significant efforts to realize the UN Declaration on the Rightsof Indigenous Peo

ples.

I also extendour appreciation to the team at the Indigenous Peoplesand Development Branch

- Secretariat of the Permanent Forum, Division for Inclusive Social Development, DESA,

who work hard to prepare for the session.

Finally, I would like to pay tribute to the indigenous peoples of the world whotirelessly pur

sue their struggle for their rights and dignity, and their ownvisions and priorities for devel

opment. Manyof youhave traveled far from hometo participate in this Session. Letus all

work together to make this sessionmeaningful for you and your peoples.

Thank you.


